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Abstract

The regional novel occupies an important place in the evolutionary development of Tamil novel
literature. One of the distinctive features of regional literature is its ability to reflect the life of the
people inhabiting a particular geographical region through their unique dialect and linguistic style. M.
Kamuthurai’s novel Kalavai portrays the socio-cultural and lived experiences of the people of the
Theni region, which was separated from Madurai district, through various dimensions. In particular,
the dialect of the regional people, idiomatic expressions, proverbs, beliefs, rituals, occupational
practices, customs, traditions, and objects of everyday use are naturally integrated into the narrative of
the novel. Such regional expressions reveal the lifestyle, cultural practices, social relationships, and
beliefs of the people. Therefore, this paper examines the regional expressions found in M.
Kamuthurai’s Kalavai and analyses the cultural elements represented through them.
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SR e

tamilmanam.in ~ Page 73



SLIDLO6TTTLD - FFeUCHFS SO 2 IeNGLD | Tamilmanam International Research Journal of Tamil Studies
Vol. 20, No. 01 (October 2026) — Part III « ISSN 3049-0723 (Online) * ISSN 3107-7781 (Print)

Slem6voT @]T‘f_!) IJI'_I.q.u.IG'\) (References)

L ® N U kA WD

[ = S Y
N = O

SMPSHGHI6NT. 1, GSHILL, ervseuif] g Gueve,

ClgstTEm6nT - 600 078. (P&HEV LISILIL : heubLI 2019.

SMLPSHI6MT. Lo, 16V, yenusseurfl LLisGaauesen, Crmamlesstl LNiflstorL e,
GlEssTenesT - 600 078. (PSH6L LISILIL] : GLo 2010.

SIMLPSHGHI6MT. L0, H6vem6l, a9 &L 65T LNF& LD,

GClF6tTEm6TT - 600 002. (P&H6L LIGILILY : l9&FLDLIT 2023.

SM(PSHIENT. LD. HLF6V, 6T(LDS S| LNF&ITLD,

Clg6tTEm6DT - 600 040. (P&H6L LISILILY : l9&FLOLI 2021.

F55GeU6v. &, BTL(HLLM @60 &y u16, LevsleumEssy LISILILSLD,
Gl&6tTEm6T - 600 108. [HTESTSHITLD LIKSILIL] @ lg&FLDLIT 2016.
FeOOT(PS&HSTLD. &, BIL(HLILM @iy, Smeuwm Gleuslui(h),
Clg6tTEm6DT - 600 024. WHSHTLD LISILIL] @ l9&FLDLIT 2013.

tamilmanam.in ~ Page 74



